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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to an OLED device with a stack com-
prising: a light emitting organic layer (2), a cathode layer (1),
and a transparent anode layer (3), the organic layer (2) being
arranged between the cathode layer (1) and the anode layer
(3), wherein a macro extractor layer (5) is arranged on top of
a transparent substrate (4), wherein the macro extractor in
optical contact with the transparent substrate (4), and wherein
the macro extractor (5) layer comprises a plurality of mirror
surfaces which extend from the bottom to the top of the macro
extractor layer (5), preferably embedded in a matrix which
has a refractive index matching the one of the transparent
substrate. Preferably, the macro extractor layer comprises a
crash glass device with a pre-stressed crash glass pane (6)
having air-filled cracks (9). Since these cracks (9) act as
mirrors for the light emitted by the organic layer (2), trapping
of light is avoided and, thus, light extraction from the device
is enhanced.

13 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
OLED DEVICE WITH MACRO EXTRACTOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of OLED devices, and
especially to the field of light extraction from OLED devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In general, organic LEDs (OLEDs) consist of a very thin
layer (approx. 100 nm) of organic substances on a glass
substrate covered with an electrically conducting but opti-
cally transparent oxide, usually indium-tin oxide (ITO). ITO
forms the anode and a layer of aluminum (approx. 100 nm)
evaporated on the organic layer stack forms the cathode.
When a voltage of typically 2 to 10 volts is applied between
anode and cathode, the organic stack emits light.

However, most of the light generated in the OLED is not
ableto escape from the substrate into the air, due to waveguid-
ing in the organic layers or in the glass. A better light extrac-
tionis therefore essential for an efficient operation of OLEDs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is the object of the invention to provide an OLED device
with better light extraction features.

This object is achieved by an OLED device with a stack
comprising: a light emitting organic layer, a cathode layer,
and a transparent anode layer, the organic layer being
arranged between the cathode layer and the anode layer,
wherein the stack is arranged on a transparent substrate,
wherein a macro extractor layer is arranged on top of the
transparent substrate, the macro extractor layer being in opti-
cal contact with the substrate, and wherein the macro extrac-
tor layer comprises a plurality of mirror surfaces which
extend in directions from bottom to top of the macro extractor
layer.

The feature that one layer is arranged “on top” of another
layer or “between” two other layers does not necessarily
mean that these layers are in direct contact with each other.
Further, the organic layer may comprise multiple organic
layers and, furthermore, in general, additional layers may be
provided between the layers described above.

Furthermore, the fact that the mirror surfaces extend in
directions from bottom to top of the macro extractor layer
does not mean that the mirror surfaces have to extend from
bottom to top. However, according to a preferred embodiment
of'the invention, the mirror surfaces actually extend from the
bottom surface to the top surface of the macro extractor layer.

Preferably, the mirror surfaces are embedded in a transpar-
ent medium with refractive index close or equal to the refrac-
tive index of the substrate. This matching of the refractive
indices is helpful for the optical coupling between substrate
and macro extractor.

Due to the mirror surfaces more light is extracted from the
OLED device. In this context is has been found that the light
generated in a typical prior art OLED device with an organic
layer, a metal cathode, an ITO anode, a light guide and a glass
substrate, is divided into the following fractions:

about 30% of the light is trapped in the light guide formed

by the organic layers and the ITO,

about 20% is lost in the interaction with the metal cathode,

about 50% enters the glass substrate, and

from the glass, only 20% escape into the air.

Further, it has been found that the light entering the glass
substrate is partially trapped due to internal reflection at the
glass-air interface. This light is basically wave guided by the
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glass plate. The extractor according to the invention uses
above describe mirror surfaces in order to reflect the wave
guided light, thus, leading to suppression of conduction in the
glass plate and, hence, a better extraction of the light is
achieved.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
mirror surfaces have an irregular surface structure. Further,
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
mirror surfaces have different normal directions. With respect
to this, according to a preferred embodiment of the invention,
the normal directions of the mirror surfaces and the normal of
the plane of the macro extractor layer have included acute
angles of equal or less than 90° and more than 45°, preferably
of more than 70°, and most preferred more than 80°. In other
words, it is preferred that the mirror surfaces extend almost
perpendicular to the plane of the macro extractor layer.

Further, according to a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, the mirror surfaces comprise spaces in the material of the
macro extractor layer which are filled with a different mate-
rial with a lower refractive index. With respect to this, it is
preferred that the spaces are gas-filled, especially air filled.
Furthermore, according to a preferred embodiment of the
invention, the distance of adjacent mirror surfaces from each
other is equal or less than 15 mm, preferably equal or less than
10 mm, and most preferably equal or less than 8 mm.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
macro extractor layer comprises a crash glass device. Within
the context of the present invention, a crash glass device is
understood to be a device with at least one area of crashed
glass, i.e. an area where the glass shows a crash structure.
Such a crash structure comprises parts of unbroken glass
which are separated from each other by cracks which are gas
filled, typically air filled. Such a crash glass device generally
comprises a glass pane which may comprise all of the above
mentioned features of preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion. Especially, the mirror surfaces are formed by air filled
cracks that separate unbroken parts of the glass pane from
each other.

With regard to this, according to a preferred embodiment of
the invention, the crash glass device comprises a, preferably
pre-stressed, crash glass pane which is sandwiched between
an upper and a lower stabilizing layer. The stabilizing layers
preferably have refractive indices matching the refractive
index of the crash glass pane, as well as the materials used to
glue the pane and the layers.

Further, according to a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, one of the stabilizing layer is a foil layer, especially a thin
plastic foil layer, while the other stabilizing layer comprises a
glass pane, preferably a security glass pane. This way, the
stabilizing layer on the side of the OLED can be made very
thin which is advantageous with respect to the fact that rays
emitted under high angles enter the crash glass with a mini-
mum path length in the glass.

Moreover, it is preferred that the thickness of the crash
glass pane is less or equal to 8 mm, preferably less or equal to
6 mm, and most preferably less or equal to 4 mm. Further-
more, according to a preferred embodiment of the invention,
the crash glass pane comprises a low-absorption glass, i.e.
preferably a glass that shows low absorption for the wave-
length of the OLED.

In other words, according to a preferred embodiment ofthe
invention a crashed pre-stressed glass sheet in optical contact
to the OLED substrate is provided to reflect the wave guided
light at the cracks which are roughly perpendicular to the
surface. For such a crash glass, the cracks are not straight, but
have small variations which randomize the light rays, leading
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to an essentially complete suppression of the light conduction
in the glass plate and hence a better extraction into the air.

The cracks in the crash glass pane used for the preferred
embodiment of the invention, partition the pane into small
sections (length preferably less than 10 mm, most preferably
several mm). The air filled cracks can provide 100% mirrors
for light rays travelling along the plane of the glass, effec-
tively prohibiting light propagation in this plane. A glass pane
without the cracks would guide the light to the edges because
of internal reflection.

The cracks are preferably more or less perpendicular to the
surface of the glass, but they preferably show considerable
irregularities in form of a waviness that randomize the light
rays. This randomization is helpful to allow all light rays to
escape the glass pane, since it will always shift light rays into
the escape cone, which is the cone formed by all light rays in
the substrate that hit the substrate-air interface under angles
higher than the angle of total internal reflection.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent
from and elucidated with reference to the embodiments
described hereinafter.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 schematically shows an OLED device with a macro
extractor according to a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, and

FIG. 2 schematically depicts the principle of the optical
paths in the crash glass pane of the OLED device according to
the preferred embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an OLED device according to a preferred
embodiment of the invention in a schematic depiction. As can
be seen from FIG. 1, the OLED device according to the
preferred embodiment of the invention comprises a stack
with, from bottom to top, a metal cathode 1, a light emitting
organic layer 2, atransparent anode 3 made of ITO and a glass
substrate 4. This stack is essentially the same as known from
prior art OLED devices.

However, on top of this stack, and in optical contact with
this stack, a macro extractor 5 is provided which comprises a
crash glass pane 6 which is sandwiched between a thin plastic
foil 7 on the bottom side and a thicker stabilizing top pane 8.
The stabilizing top pane 8 is provided for stabilizing the
macro extractor 5 and is made of a security glass. For the
crash glass pane 6, pre-stressed security glass is used which
comprises air-filled cracks 9 which separate the crash glass
pane in a plurality of areas of unbroken security glass.

These air-filled cracks 9 act as mirrors for light rays trav-
elling along the plane of the crash glass pane 6, effectively
prohibiting light propagation in this plane. A glass pane with-
out the cracks would guide the light to the edges because of
internal reflection. In contrast to that, according to the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, such light can still be
extracted.

The cracks 9 are almost perpendicular to the surface of the
crash glass pane 6 and show considerable irregularities in
form of a waviness that randomize the light rays. This ran-
domization is helpful to allow all light rays to escape the crash
glass pane 6, since it will always shift light rays into the
escape cone.

This is shown in more detail in FIG. 2. As can be seen from
FIG. 2, light rays which are emitted under acute angles rela-
tive to the plane of the organic layer 2, are reflected at the
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cracks 9, partially even back reflected onto the metal cathode
1, and leave the device when their angle of incidence on the
top surface of the crash glass pane 6 is essentially perpen-
dicular. As a result, trapping of light rays due to total reflec-
tion is avoided which leads to a much better extraction of
generated light.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive; the invention is not limited to
the disclosed embodiments.

Other variations to the disclosed embodiments can be
understood and effected by those skilled in the art in practic-
ing the claimed invention, from a study of the drawings, the
disclosure, and the appended claims. In the claims, the word
“comprising” does not exclude other elements or steps, and
the indefinite article “a” or “an” does not exclude a plurality.
The mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually
different dependent claims does not indicate that a combina-
tion of these measured cannot be used to advantage. Any
reference signs in the claims should not be construed as
limiting the scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. OLED device with a stack comprising: a light emitting
organic layer, a cathode layer, and a transparent anode layer,
the organic layer being arranged between the cathode layer
and the anode layer, wherein the stack is arranged on a trans-
parent substrate, wherein a macro extractor layer is arranged
on top of the transparent substrate, the macro extractor layer
being in optical contact with the substrate, and wherein the
macro extractor layer comprises a plurality of mirror surfaces
which extend in directions from bottom to top of the macro
extractor layer, wherein the mirror surfaces have an irregular
surface structure and wherein the mirror surfaces are cracks in
material composing the macro extractor layer, and wherein
the macro extractor layer comprises a crash glass device.

2. OLED device according to claim 1, wherein the mirror
surfaces have different normal directions.

3. OLED device according to claim 2, wherein the normal
directions of the mirror surfaces and the normal of the plane
of the macro extractor layer have included acute angles of
more than 70°.

4. OLED device according to claim 1, wherein the mirror
surfaces comprise spaces in the material of the macro extrac-
tor layer which are filled with a different material.

5. OLED device according to claim 1, wherein the distance
of' mirror surfaces which are adjacent to each other is equal or
less than 15 mm.

6. OLED device according to claim 1, wherein the crash
glass device comprises pre-stressed, crash glass pane defining
a plurality of air-filled cracks.

7. OLED device according to claim 6, wherein the crash
glass pane is sandwiched between an upper stabilizing layer
and a lower stabilizing layer.

8. OLED device according to claim 7, wherein one of the
stabilizing layers is a foil layer in direct contact with a bottom
surface of the crash glass device while the other stabilizing
layer comprises a glass pane, preferably a security glass pane,
in direct contact with a top surface of the crash glass device.

9. OLED device according to claim 6, wherein the thick-
ness of the crash glass pane is less or equal to 8 mm.

10. OLED device according to claim 6, wherein the crash
glass pane comprises a low-absorption glass.

11. OLED device according to claim 6, wherein the thick-
ness of the crash glass pane is less or equal to 4 mm.
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12. OLED device according to claim 1, wherein the dis-
tance of mirror surfaces which are adjacent to each other is
equal or less than 8 mm.

13. OLED device with a stack comprising: a light emitting
organic layer, a cathode layer, and a transparent anode layer, 5
the organic layer being arranged between the cathode layer
and the anode layer, wherein the stack is arranged on a trans-
parent substrate, wherein a macro extractor layer is arranged
on top of the transparent substrate, the macro extractor layer
being in optical contact with the substrate, and wherein the 10
macro extractor layer comprises a plurality of mirror surfaces
which extend in directions from bottom to top of the macro
extractor layer, wherein the mirror surfaces have an irregular
surface structure and are disposed directly over the transpar-
ent anode layer, and wherein the macro extractor layer com- 15
prises a crash glass device.
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